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One of the things I am often asked around December,
the time of writing of this column, is whether or not I will

0 home for Christmas and New Years. This year I will

ave left Japan, but it will not have been to go home. This
Christmas T will have gone to a friend's wedding in India.

My friend's name is Angad, a friend I made in my first
year of college in the United States. He is Indian, of
course, not an American who decided to hold his weddin
there. What did seem unusual to our friends in the U
was Angads choice of date; most of our friends' reactions
were, Leave it to Angad to hold his wedding on
Christmas.” Many of my friends had to decline their
invitations s1mp1f7 because Christmas is a holiday one
spends with family in the U

As it turns out, the Weddlng is full of cross-cultural
%) tholes like this. In June, when I first heard of my
riend's plans to marry, I immediate started to think about
a gift to give him. I talked about it with my girlfriend who
was not concerned about what to give so much as how
much to give. "How much?’ I responded in surprise.,
"Yeah, in Japan, you'd probably give ¥30,000,' she
explalned
"Really? In America, you'd look like a poor excuse for a
friend if you were too lazy to come with a present and
only gave cash," I countered. At that moment I realized
just how many things that can differ about weddings.
Althoufh the Japanese custom of handing over money
seemed shocking at first, on further thought I realized
that both customs make sense. In America, tyou give a gift
that would be useful for the couple in their future married
life. You also give a gift because it would be incredibly
rude to accept their (generally costly) hospitality at the
reception without giving anything in return. The
Japanese custom satisties both of these goals, giving them
something to help the couple with their future life
together and giving them something in exchange for
hosting the reception, except in a different way, one that
may actually be more convenient for all parties involved.
In India, it seems that both customs exist to some degree
dependlng on the families' religion and ethnicity. (For our
friend's wedding, we decided to give a Japanese tea pot
and a pair of yunomi)

The other major cross-cultural pitfall we have come
across is appearance. In my case, clothing is not so much
of an issue. My friend told me to wear a suit as India is
too hot for a tuxedo. However, my friend and his family
are Sikh, and the Sikh religion forbids cutting of the hair,
mcludmg facial hair, and requires men to wear a turban. 1
had no problem wearing a turban to the wedding, but my
friend also asked that I not shave my face for two weeks
before the wedding. Were I in America, this would not be
that much of an 1ssue except for the fact that my face
itches if I go without shaving for more than three days
and my facial hair does not grow that thick, meanm%
would look like a 15 year-old who has yet to shave for
first time. However, the supervisors at my office were not
happy with the idea of me going two weeks without
shaving.

All these cross-cultural issues have made me sometimes
wish that my friend were getting married in Japan or
America. However, without these issues, the wedding
would be far less interesting. Regardless of whether or
not my girlfriend and I commit a cultural faux pas, it will
have been a great experience.
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