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0 One of the things that surprised me when 1 first
came to Toyohashi was the store Goodwill. It
surprised me because in America there is also a
chain of stores called Goodwill that | used to go to
very often. At first | wondered if they were related,
but when | looked at Goodwill’ s sign a second time, |
realized they have no relationship at all. Whereas
Goodwill in Japan is a computer store, Goodwill in
the US is a used-clothing store, also called a thrift
store.

0 However, the American Goodwill is not just any
used-clothing store; it is also a non-profit charity.
There are several NPOs that run thrift stores as a
part of their operations, including Salvation Army,
Volunteers of America, and various church related-
organizations. The first service that these
organizations provided is extremely affordable
clothing and household goods. For example, at a
Goodwill in Ohio where | am from, a shirt would
generally cost between $1 and $5 (100 - 500 yen), and
suit would generally not cost more than $40. They
are able to provide their merchandise for so cheap
by selling only donated items. You might think that
not enough people would donate clothes and that
these shops would not be able to function, but that is
not the case. In America, the value of all donated
items can be deducted from your taxable income
(and the value used is their original retail value, not
their current used value), providing a major
incentive for people to donate their unneeded
clothing.

0 But the services that Goodwill and other thrift
shops provide do not end here; all of these
organizations use the earnings from their thrift
stores to fund other programs. In the case of
Goodwill, they use their stores’ earnings to fund
programs to employ and rehabilitate to society those
who would otherwise be unemployable. Other
organizations use their sales to fund poverty relief
programs ranging from housing for the homeless to
free food for the poor.

O If there ever was such a thing as guilt-free
shopping, it is shopping in a store like these. | hope
that everyone has a chance to experience it.
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