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An Offer You Can't Refuse
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0 One of the reasons | decided to study
Japanese was a friend I made in high school.
This friend was born in Russia and moved to
the United States at age 10. He spoke Russian
and English fluently, and | was in awe of his
ability to switch between the two with ease
whenever | went to his house

O However, awe is not the only thing | felt. |
sometimes felt awkward for something that
would happen without fail anytime | visited his
house: his father would offer apples. | do not
think there was a single time that | spent more
than half an hour at his house without his
father offering us apples. | would sometimes
say, "I'm not hungry; no thanks," but most often
it was impossible to refuse the offer as my
friend's father would repeatedly insist we take
the apples.

O In one case when my brother went to our
friend's house with some other friends, those
other friends felt as if their lives might be at
stake if they did not take the apples. While
most Americans usually eat apples without
peeling them or cutting them into slices, our
friend had a period when he would only eat
apples sliced, and his father got into the habit
of slicing apples for him. On this one day, our
friend's father sliced some apples to offer as
refreshments, and the other friends there tried
to refuse. However, our friend's father was still
carrying the knife he used to cut the apples,
and, upon being refused, he shook his hands,
one holding a knife, and firmly insisted that
everyone take the apples. This time everyone
took the apples offered to them at knifepoint.

O At the time, | thought that my friend's father
was really weird and stern for making us eat
apples, but looking back | realize he was trying
to be polite. Even if we said we did not want
apples, he probably felt he had failed at being a
decent host if he had not made sure we had
something to eat. Since coming to Japan, it feels
like there is a similar custom here, except that
it is tea instead of apples. All the better, in my
opinion; I would rather have someone shake a
chashaku at me than a kitchen knife.
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