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O In Japan, | am often asked whether or not
the weather is warmer here than where | come
from. It is usually difficult to answer because
the difference in temperature varies throughout
the year. In my hometown, the daily highs are
usually below freezing in the winter, putting it
below Toyohashi, but most of the summer the
highs are on par with Toyohashi. In my
experience, what is different is the feel of
summer heat. In Ohio the summer heat is
baking whereas in Japan the heat is simmering.
O However, this summer has been something
exceptional. The first odd thing that happened
was in April when friends in Ohio told me that
they were suffering from unseasonal weather
close to 300. Toyohashi was still slow to warm
up from winter chills at the time, and | envied
their unseasonal heat. However, just a couple of
months later | would learn to regret this envy
as Japan began to enter its own record heat.
This summer in Japan has been a seemingly
never-ending sequence of days close to 400.
Although my hometown did see temperatures
around 3507, it did not seem to go on day after
day like it has in Toyohashi. This summer has
finally made me feel that Japan is hotter than
my hometown in Ohio.

O As the 350 days continued into September, |
wondered when the weather would ever start
to cool down. Only when Typhoon Kompasu
came did things finally cool down, and | think I
have never been so happy to see a tropical
storm. Now that autumn has arrived | might
finally be able to enjoy persimmons that | have
fallen in love with since coming to Toyohashi.
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