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O It is now the middle of entrance exam season,
and | have sympathy for everyone out there
who is taking an exam because fairly recently |
was in the same position. Right now, I am
putting together applications for graduate
schools in America, and several weeks ago |
took a test called the GRE in Tokyo as part of
that process.

0 Whenever | talked about taking the GRE to
Japanese people, | was asked questions that
threw me off because of the differences
between American and Japanese entrance
exams. "Which university is the test for?" "Are
you set to pass the exam?" | can only answer
these questions with "none specifically" and "no,
the test is not pass-fail" This is because the
GRE and other US university entrance exams
are not administered by the universities, and
the results of the tests come as numerical
scores that may be reported to any university
of the test-taker's choice.

O However, there is part of entrance exams
that is the same between Japan and the United
States: the great deal of studying that test-
takers do in the run up to an exam. For the
GRE, many students spend weeks and months
studyin? in the run up to their test date. For
exams for undergraduate admissions like the
SAT and ACT, many students pay for tutoring
and classes just for those tests, much like
students taking entrance exams in Japan.

OIn my case, | spent about 10 hours a week
studying for a month prior to the GRE. Then, |
spent the day before the test reviewin
material that might appear and studied well
into the night. Unfortunately, this last-minute
cram session did not end so well; a combination
of nervousness about the exam, brain
stimulation from studying, and caffeine taken to
help focus made it very difficult for me to sleep
at all. As a result, | had to take the test on zero
sleep, and | was grateful for one more
difference between the US and Japanese exams:
the tests used by US universities can be taken
several times a year instead of waiting for the
next year.

O Thankfully, when my scores came back a few
weeks after taking the GRE, | had done very
well despite my poor condition that day. May
all the test-takers out there have even better
luck than me.
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