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Brian Baker

B0 Thank you for reaching out.
BEMFITINTHYLES!

This August I will be leaving Toyohashi to return
to the United States, and as this is my last column, I
would like to say thanks to everyone who has helped
me enjoy my three years here. In particular, I would
like to say thanks to those people who said hello and
asked me how I was even though they knew me
barely or not at all.

In fact, one of the best experiences I have had in
Toyohashi, participating in a neighborhood festival,
helping carry the mikoshi, and getting to hold tezutsu
fireworks is all thanks to a person who said hello even
though he had never met me before. When I first
came to Toyohashi, I went to a neighborhood bon-
odori just to watch when someone asked me if I
wanted a drink. At first I politely refused, but he
insisted so I accepted. Accepting that drink and
talking with the man who gave it to me was one of the
smartest things I have done in Toyohashi. The man
later told me he was involved with a neighborhood
festival and tezutsu fireworks and asked me if I would
like to participate, which I gladly accepted. Since
then, I have participated in that festival three times
and have had the opportunity to hold my own tezutsu
fireworks twice so far. This experience, which I
couldn't have imagined before coming to Toyohashi,
was thanks to one stranger approaching me with a
greeting of friendship.

And so one of the things I have learned in
Toyohashi is that saying hello to strangers is a great
habit to have. It costs nothing, but it is such an easy
way of creating goodwill. All it takes is the courage to
break the silence.

Toyohashi City Coordinator for
International Relations
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