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A towering inferno shooting out red-hot sparks. That
is none other than the appearance of a Tezutu Hanabi,
the pride of its well-known birthplace Toyohashi.

Right about the same time it had been one year since I
came to Toyohashi, I was able to see the awesome sight
of the firework described above with my own eyes.
However, that is not all. I got to feel the heat of the
firework as it burst forth from the inside of the cylinder
on my cheek. I got to feel the roughness of the "nawa"
that was wrapped around the cylinder with my fingers. I
got to feel the heaviness of the combined weight of all
the gun powder, newspaper, iron filings, etc. inside the
cylinder as well as the weight of the cylinder itself. I
didn't just see the firework burning from the sidelines; I
had the opportunity to set off a firework that I made
from scratch and by doing so became a "Mikawa Man."
Setting off fireworks and watching fireworks as a
spectator are both fun. However, I think making
fireworks is more fun because the process of making
them lasts longer than the time setting them off so you
can enjoy it longer.

If you light and set off a Tezutsu Hanabi, the
excitement is fleeting and only lasts ten or so seconds.
However, it takes more than one month to make a single
firework. In early June, I went to cut the bamboo used
for the cylinder and searched for Princess Kaguya in the
bamboo forest. After that, I drilled holes, roasted the
bamboo, wrapped the cylinder with "nawa" and in mid-
July I stuffed it with gun powder. This was how I made
the fireworks and it was very exhausting. However,
while doing this work, I would laugh and chat with my
friends so I would tend to forget just how sweaty I was
or just how tired I was so I was able to have fun on those
work days.

While looking back on this experience, I thought of
something. To the spectators, firework festivals are times
when one can have as much fun as they want with their
friends and family, but to the people setting off the
fireworks, that one night is their one and only chance to
show the world the firework that they spent so long and
poured so much energy into making. I thought to myself,
"Maybe Tezutsu Hanabi aren't just entertainment for
spectators, but are also used as a form of self expression
for the people setting them off," and further enjoyed this
tradition that was born in Toyohashi. Thanks to the
people of Nishi-haccho, I was able to make long-lasting
memories and for that I am grateful.
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