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Akasaka Theatrical Arts Guided Tour

Himawari-no-kai, an international volunteer guide group based in Toyohashi, will conduct an English
guided tour to enjoy fork theatrical arts at Sugimori Hachiman Shrine in Akasaka, Toyokawa.

This show is very unique as they played by amateur players including kids in primary schools for the
purpose of conserving local fork culture.

It 1s also remarkable that the temporary auditorium prepared by local people using logs and bamboos.

The show includes two Kabuki (one of them will be played by only pupils), Shishimai Kagura dancing, and

percussion performance (Wadaiko) .

Date and time: October 2rd, 2016 (Sunday)

Departure: Toyohashi or Meiden-Akasaka station (10 minutes’ walk from the station)

NOTES
% Free of charge, but please bring lunch with you if you need.
* No insurance coverage

% No plan for employing charged attractions, which we will never owe.

Features

Wadaiko
Wadaiko is generic name of Japanese percussions. As percussion is a primitive musical instrument, it is
assumed to be used since ancient time. There are various type of taiko, so you can enjoy ensemble. You also

may find theatrical art aspect in the movement of the players.

Shishimai Kagura

Shishimai is a form of traditional dance in Japanese culture and other Asian countries in which performers
mimic a lion's movements in a lion costume. You can see it at festivals and other celebrations. Sometimes the
lions may bite people on the head to bring good luck. The Shishimai is also used in religious Shinto festivals

as part of a performing art form called kagura. We will enjoy this type of Shishimai this time.

Kabuki
Kabuki is a Japanese popular traditional theatrical art originated in middle ages. You may think Kabuki is
played only in splendid theatre in Tokyo or Kyoto, but primarily it was started more as a common/vulgar

culture. So you can see local/armature Kabuki in some rural area.

Koyakake
The most remarkable feature is that the temporary auditorium prepared by local people every year. The
shrine equips a permanent stage (surprisingly including a revolving stage!), but the auditorium is prepared

year by year by traditional construction method using logs and bamboos. It is also worth to see.

Reference

http://www.toyokawa-map.net/festival/akasaka.php (including movie)

PIC: Tomoyuki Ozaki
guide@rollcabbage.com




