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56 3@ “| wonder what it would be like to live in a world where it was always June.” - L.M.Montgomery
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L.M. Montgomery probably had not been to Singapore
when she said that. Singapore, the city of an endless hot,
humid and sweaty summer.

Singapore is like Japan in the summer, all year round.
While temperatures range from a comfortable 24
degrees to 31 degrees Celsius, relative humidity rate
ranges between 80-90% daily and thunderstorms occur
almost 40% of the time. You would think that
Singaporeans would have gotten used to the heat and
humidity by now, but we still complain about it every
day. The air-conditioning in every building and mode of
transport is turned to its maximum every day, and the
standard attire for Singaporeans are t-shirts, shorts and
flip-flops (armed with a jacket when going indoors).

In Japan, summer represents the beginning of life.
With outdoor-friendly climate and longer days,
festivities, night stalls and outdoor activities begin. What
about Singapore, where the summer lasts forever? Our
night markets, known also as pasar malam (night
market in Malay), are held regularly, selling many
different types of local delicacies and cheap goods such
as apparels and toys. I love the food that are sold only in
the pasar malam and would often stroll through the
stalls with my mother whenever they are held in my
neighbourhood.

Summer sports such as swimming gain popularity
during the summer in Japan. Swimming is wildly
popular in Singapore, especially amongst children. My
friends, in particular, regularly head to the nearby
beaches in Malaysia and Indonesia and attempt water
sports such as kayaking, wakeboarding and diving.

In Japan, somen and hiyashi chuka symbolize the
arrival of the summer season. However, in Singapore,
cold food is relatively unheard of. It is sometimes even
rude to serve cold food to guests. Instead, in our tropical
climate, we like to devour spicy food. Traditional
Chinese, Malay and Indian food are made with fragrant
spices and in Singapore, we inherited the best of all
three worlds. Eating spicy food in the hot weather is
certainly one of Singaporeans’ favourite pastimes.

In Japan, summer is a time of fun activities and
delicious food. In Singapore, however, it is business as
usual. What is it like in a world where it was always
June? Other than being able to avoid the different set of
problems that comes with the season, in reality, it is no
different from living in a normal city like Tokyo or
Osaka. Whether it rains or shine, life still goes on, just
like in Japan.
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