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A town of the 21st century can hardly be imagined
without human communication stretching far beyond
community boundaries and national borders.
Town-twinning is an official form of such
communication, the key values of which are
friendship and understanding. International
cooperation in practice makes a difference on
community level.

A year ago, Panevézys embraced a new partner city
from over the remote waters of the Pacific Ocean-
Toyohashi. In June 2019 Panevézys and Toyohashi
signed Cooperation Agreement and became partner
cities. Today we look back to one year of cooperation
based on twinning bonds. It is not a long period of
time, however, it is enough to learn that friendship
makes long distances short and that in Toyohashi and
in Japan we have wonderful friends with whom we
can share problems, exchange views and understand
different viewpoints on any issue.

In fact, the first successful contacts of Panevézys and
Toyohashi started earlier, in 2018. That year has seen
the exchange of the visits of official delegations of
both cities and meetings of the Mayors Mr. K. Sahara
and Mr. R.M. Rackauskas. Delegation of Panevézys
had a unique possibility to become part of an
unforgettable city festival of Toyohashi when the city
becomes filled with dancing and singing people.
EIJYANAIKA spirit is never to forget! As well as
devotion and commitment of the members of
Toyohashi International Association.

In June 2019 Paneveézys welcomed a delegation of
citizens of Toyohashi and in October the same year
the delegation of representatives of Toyohashi
Municipality, teachers and students stayed in
Panevézys. These were wonderful steps made to
promote mutual understanding and learning about
daily lives, cultures and identities. That is of great
value, especially for young people.

We have to admit that the coronavirus outbreak has
touched many aspects of life and twinning exchanges
are no exception. We had to cancel visits which were
planned in the second half of the year 2020. However,
we hope that the temporary challenges the world is
facing now, will be followed by new inspirations to
work together and make the future of our cities
stronger.
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