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2020 has been a challenging year for all of us, both
locally and internationally. Many things have changed
and people had to adapt to “the new normal”. But
Covid-19 did not only affect our everyday life, it also
led to the unfortunate but necessary restrictions of
international travel. Of course, this also had an impact
on avery special relationship between the City of
Wolfsburg in Germany and the City of Toyohashi in
Japan.

In 2011, Wolfsburg and Toyohashi signed the official
agreement to become sister cities and what followed
were many great exchange activitiesin various areas
of life, involving many different groups of people.
Wolfsburg is a very young city; it only celebrated its
82nd anniversary this summer. With 125,000
inhabitants, it is alittle bit smaller than Toyohashi but
thanks to the VVolkswagen Group, Wolfsburg is avery
international place with citizens from over 150
nations working and living here. Although the City
itself is one of the youngest cities in Germany, there
are also some historic places in the city area. For
example, the city was named after the “Wolfsburg”, a
castle that was first mentioned in historic documents
from the 14th century.

Many citizens also enjoy the green scenery all over
the city since it is one of the greenest citiesin
L ower-Saxony, with many trees, fields and forests.

In the past 9 years, many great traditions have
developed between Toyohashi and Wolfsburg. It is
very unfortunate that due to the spread of the new
coronavirus, many planned activities for 2020 such as
athlete exchange for the marathons and artwork
exchange for students were cancelled or postponed.
However, next year we celebrate the 10-year
anniversary between Wolfsburg and Toyohashi and
we are very much looking forward to this special
anniversary. We are hopeful to have many exchange
activities and cooperation next year that will include
many different citizens of both cities to honor the
successful relationship between Toyohashi and
Wolfsburg.

Let’ scontinue thisvery special friendship for many
more years to come.
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