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End of 2019, I signed a global assignment contract with my
employer for 3 years stay in Japan. This included the
possibility for several home leaves to keep in contact with
my family in Germany.

Then a busy time started, pre-paring documents for visa
application, a short pre-assignment trip to Toyohashi
including home search, some language lessons and so on.
First news of a new virus found in China were shown on
TV, but I could not imagine this would influence my life.
Finally, I arrived mid of March 2020 in Toyohashi, just at
the beginning of the “new normal”. From then on, various
actions were introduced to reduce the spread of the corona
virus.

Of course, I couldn't get the chance to visit my family
under Covid 19. Only when my father and mother-in-law
died in July and October 2020, I could travel home and
attend both funerals in Germany with COVID testing and
quarantine at re-entry.

Every disadvantage also has advantage so I started to
discover Toyohashi and the closer surroundings by walking
and hiking. From my centrally located apartment several
walking tours through parks, along rivers and channels
help me to reach the goal of 10.000 steps daily on my health
app. In sunny weather walking barefoot at one of the
beaches is another way to fulfill the target.

At weekends trips by car to the near surroundings lead me
to lots of nice places like Irago Lighthouse, waterfalls “the
Atera no Nanataki” or Hamanako Garden Park.

Contact to my family is kept by Whatsapp-Video, Zoom and
telephone.

By these calls, looking German news and almost daily calls
with colleagues from my company in Germany and other
European factories of the group, I am closely following the
pandemic situation there.

A lot of German colleagues are already vaccinated, at least
with the first shot, although there are sometimes still
shortages of vaccine. Increasing speed in vaccinating comes
after a year of quite high number of infections.

The federal state of Bavaria in the south of Germany with
13 million inhabitants, where I come from, counts nearly the
number of infections and more corona deaths than total of
Japan.

To avoid inequities for people not yet vaccinated, a COVID
testing program was started in Germany. A lot of facilities
are re-opening now. Hotels and hairdressers can be visited
either with a current negative test result or a certificate of
full vaccination.

After all these challenges during the year, I'm looking
forward to the post-pandemic time, learning Japanese with
the help of TIA, the planned visits of my family to show
them all the nice places I could discover so far and
travelling with less restrictions, than now.
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