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In the midst of new years festivities, my heart goes
out to the juken-sei, students studying hard to enter
high school or college. Though the season calls for
family gatherings and ski trips, they are anxious about
where they will be able to go starting April.

In the US, high school is compulsory, and most
students do not have to study to enter high school. For
college, applications are sent out by December of one's
fourth year in high school. After that, some institutions
may have interviews, but once applications are
submitted, one can only wait for the final results to
arrive around spring.

National standard exams, which are reported to
colleges, are taken throughout high school until
January of our last vear, and can be taken multiple
times. Usually taken by the beginning of December of
our last year, one is able to enjoy the holiday season.

US college applications request for our high school
transcript, national standard exam scores, essay(s), and
about our extracurriculars. To get into a competitive
college or university, outstanding academic
achievement (knowledge) and test-taking skills means
nothing if that is all you have. You can't know an
individual through just a test score. Through long-term
volunteering, leadership experiences, awards,
achievements, career experiences such as part-time
jobs, and active lifestyle, high school students appeal to
colleges one’s maturity, experience, and future
potential. Club activities are important as they are also
an extracurricular, but colleges look for open minds
and individual’s growth, which is obtained through
contact with various facets of society.

I hear college students in Japan are increasingly
becoming more active in volunteering. For example, in
Toyohashi, CSN Toyohashi (College Student Network
for community service) holds Japanese classes for
children who are learning Japanese as a second
language. Through such activities, one is able to meet
and see different aspects of society, widening and
influencing how we see people and the world.

In Japan, children use 24-set colored pencils. What
surprised me was the color “skin color.” In the US, I
have seen a set of crayons called People Colors, which
is a variety of skin colors. It is impossible to have one
uniform “skin color” crayon in the US, because
everyone has a difference skin tone. Similarly,
measuring intelligence with one national standard
exam is considered impossible also, since there are
different intelligences in varying degrees. By meeting
different people, we slowly discover how truly colorful
the world is, from the color of skin to intelligence in
different perspectives, and we in turn become that
much more colorful also. May 2008 be a colorful year
for youl
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