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OI would like to return to a topic I wrote
about a year and a half-ago: dealing with
different wedding traditions. Last October, I
got engaged to my girlfriend, a Toyohashi
native, and our wedding date is March 19, a
week from the time of writing. Since this time
the wedding is my own, the intercultural
stresses are even more vexing.

O Early on my wife and I decided to have our
wedding in Hawaii, mostly for practical
reasons. Hawail is about halfway between
Japan and where my family lives in the United
States, and having the wedding in Hawaii
reduces the cost of the wedding by lowering
the guest count. But even more important is
that having the wedding in Hawaii freed us
from having to obey all the traditions of either
side’s culture, making our wedding one that
has been arranged according to discussion and
mutual agreement.

0 One of the first points that needed to be
settled was what kind of service to have. I am
an atheist, my fiancée and her family are
Buddhist, and my family is Catholic.
Thankfully, this was settled quickly without
argument by going with the venue that best fit
our number of guests and our budget, a small
non-denominational church. The next point to
deal with was perhaps even more perilous:
money. In the U§, tra(ﬁtionally it is the bride’s
family that pays for the wedding, but in
modern days t%e cost of the wedding 1s usually
borne by the married couple. When I was told
that the groom usually pays for the wedding in
Japan, I knew we would have to work out
something in between. Later, when the subject
of rings came up, I imagined something fike
my parents’ modest gold rings, and I became
worried when my fiancée indicated she wanted
a diamond ring and I was told that the groom
usually pays for rings in Japan. I was relieved
when my fiancée agreed to the American
practice of buying the rings for each other.

O Thankfully, these and other issues have been
mostly worked out. Intercultural confusion is
sure to come up again as our marriage
continues, and I hope that we can continue to
ovltlercome it with discussion and faith in each
other.
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