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s52@ FINESS! Keep Moving Forward!

It’s been 4 months since I came to Toyohashi and I am
still in the process of getting used to my first “real” job
as an adult. It isn’t always fun (I mean, my life isn’t a
party 24-7 and there are times when I just want to
scream, “Let me go back and be a kid again!!”), but I
really enjoy challenging myself and because I am
learning new things and gaining more skills every day,
in some sense, I'm having a lot of “fun.” But then again
there are times when I realize just how little I know, and
I feel embarrassed and get a little down on myself (To
give an everyday example, I hate handwritten restaurant
menus! I can’t read them for the life of me!). There are
many things that from a Japanese perspective are quite
easy, but to me prove to be quite difficult to do.

You're probably wondering why I'm writing this kind
of status update and I assure you that there is a reason.
I'm hoping to go to medical school in Japan and
everyday after work is over, I go home study for
entrance exams. Recently, I was studying modern
Japanese literature and I found a quote that I really liked.
“I kept making excuses, saying things like ‘life is long if
you do nothing and it is too short to try and do anything,’
but really I was just afraid that people would notice my
shortcomings and I just didn’t want to work hard” (From
Atsushi Nakajima’s, Sangetsuki).This story is about a
man who wants to immortalize himself as a great poet.
However, he is afraid of failure and ends up deciding to
quit writing. He then cuts off all ties to the world and
flees into the wild.

This quote really struck a chord with me. I really
understood the man’s feelings. I want to succeed in life,
but in the past there have been times when it was hard
for me to find the courage to pursue my dreams. Even
now, there are still times when I find it hard to move
forward. However, if you are too afraid to move
forward, then you can’t make your dreams come true.
This story made me want to try even harder to make my
dreams come true and this is why I wanted to share this
quote with you all.

There are times when I want to go back to the US.
Since I'm used to living there, it would probably easier
for me to go about my life. However, I shouldn’t go back
just because it might be easier. This time right now is an
opportunity for me to improve myself. I want keep
pursuing my dreams so that when I look back on my life
in ten years I will have no regrets. Won't you all do the
same?
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