ISRy - 0OI\—Y
Brandon Roberts

olumn, BEEEE

Toyohashi City Coordinator for
SEFERSREEDTISVRY - ON—Y International Relations

b 7N

SADISLEBBIFLET,
5530 Progress is Progress ESIES

“Please hole-punch these documents and file them.”“I
beg your pardon.”“The minister continued to wander the
busy market without any regard for people's criticisms.”
While I was reading a book the other day in which old
and fairly uncommon words like the ones in the
preceding sentences appear quite frequently, I noticed
that my Japanese had improved quite a bit with me
realizing it. I guess my studying every day is starting to
pay off. That being said, I would like to say that
bragging about myself and my achievements is not
something that I like to do. However, the reason I
mention this is because at the same time that this
realization struck me, another vague thought came to my
mind as well-the learning process itself is really quite
strange, isn't it?

For me, there are times when I want to shout for joy
because I'm making solid progress and there are times
when [ get discouraged because I can't seem to make
much headway. Many of you are probably working hard
to learn a foreign language, to learn tennis, or maybe
even learn how to cook so I am pretty sure you can
understand how I feel. However, there is one thing that I
think you should keep in mind and that is that no matter
how small of a success you may garner, progress is
progress and you are, without a doubt, one step further
in your studies than you were before. And, of course,
this mindset doesn't just apply to studying; it can apply
to any situation.

For example, I am sure that individuals who come to
Japan from abroad with their dreams and high hopes for
the future have many problems in their everyday life
while they live in Japan. At least I do. I fight with all
I've got to keep from drowning in the vast sea that is
Japan and there are times when I feel like giving up
because I feel like I am helpless and being tossed around
by the ups and downs of life in Japan simply because I
don't know exactly what I am doing. However, what
encourages me during those times is the knowledge that
the Brandon of today knows more things than the
Brandon of yesterday. The Brandon from yesterday
didn't know how to ride the bus, but the Brandon today
can ride the bus without a hitch. The Brandon from
yesterday was afraid to answer the phone, but the
Brandon of today doesn't hesitate to answer the phone-
it's as if he's a completely different person. In other
words, what I am trying to say is this: the winding path
to your goal is not necessarily going to be smooth and
will probably be full of ups and downs, so no matter
what kind of difficulty you may encounter, don't sweat-
just keep moving forward at your own pace.
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