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5540 Changing Seasons and Unchanging Passion Zh3Z i, ZhH 5k

I recently noticed that my hobbies change along with
the seasons. From December to February, I was really
into movies and was able to get through the very cold
winter by going to see movies with friends almost every
weekend. Then, as it changed from winter to spring and
the weather started to warm up, I started to like going to
play at parks rather than going to watch movies which
may seem somewhat weird for a 23 year-old like myself.
I especially liked going to go swing during my lunch
break every day. This was how I spent my March and
April.

Then, I won a stuffed animal from my favorite game
"Nameko Saibai" from a crane game (in fact it was the
first time in my life that I ever won at a crane game)
which led me to go to game centers a lot until about mid-
May.

What I really enjoy doing presently is reading and I
always feel this indescribable urge like "I REALLY
want to read something! A newspaper, a book, a comic,
a textbook, a flyer, a billboard, anything is fine; just give
me something to read!"

It was like this when I was a kid too. I loved reading
and learning new things more than anything. I feel like
there wasn't a single moment when I didn't have a book
in hand. Recently, I have found myself once again drawn
in by the mysterious power dwelling within books and
my desire to learn is as strong as ever. The reason I
rediscovered this love of learning is most likely because
I came to Japan.

As an American adult, I feel like I have a pretty good
understanding of "the land of Obama" and I'm no longer
drawn to books about American life and history.
However, when I'm in Japan, I am surrounded by
nothing but unfamiliar things. I am a person who if there
is something I don't know is overcome by a desire to
learn about it and I have turned to books since coming to
Japan to figure things out. This is how I started to feel
that books are worth reading once again. For example, I
learned something really interesting from a Japanese
history book the other day. In ancient Japan they had a
judicial system that by today's standards seems more like
torture. They would take the hand of the alleged criminal
and stick it into a pot of boiling water and based on the
ulcers that formed, they decided if the individual was
innocent or guilty. Of course, this is a really scary story
which makes you shudder after just hearing it, but after [
thought about how there are these kind of stories which I
have never heard before in the books around me, I
wanted to keep reading more and more. Unlike the
interests that I listed at the beginning of this column that
changed over time, I don't think that my rediscovered
interest in reading will ever change.
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