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560 152K GHRIE The Visitors that Don't Come to Toyohashi

“Crap! It already 5 til 9 and I'm still not at work. I'm
gonna be late. I need to hurry up and stamp my time
card!” This thought ran through my head the other
morning like it always does. I'm not a morning person
and it's pretty common for me to stamp my time card
right at 9. As I rushed down the street toward city hall,
pedaling my bike as fast as possible while worrying
about being late, I glanced over at the trees growing in
a line to my left and noticed that most of the leaves
were still green even though it's already December.
There was something indescribable about those green,
wintery leaves lit up by the morning sun and at the
base of those trees were flowers that were blooming
weakly and coldly. I was a bit surprised. I mean, to me,
this isn't the kind of scenery one can see in winter.

Sword-like icicles that hang down from the roofs of
houses—the kind that I always look forward to seeing
when they ‘visit” each winter—can't be found
anywhere in Toyohashi. While the trees of Toyohashi
still haven't let go of their green, red, yellow, and
other variously colored leaves and are still dressed in
their autumn clothes, the trees in my hometown have
long since shed their autumn attire and are bitterly
exposed and naked—a scene which produces that one
of a kind wintery atmosphere. Also, while I cant say
that the Midwest where I'm from is a region with
heavy snows, every winter snow, my favorite thing in
the whole world, brings its friend Mr. Icicle who I just
described and frequently visits my hometown;
however, that snow never really comes to Toyohashi.
Furthermore, the amount of snow that we get in
Indiana isn't the wee little bit that Toyohashi gets on
rare occasion.

As I headed to work, I was reminded of these kinds
of differences. I realized that unfortunately I won't be
able to welcome the kind of winter that I have gotten
to know so well throughout my life and I sighed.
However, fortunately, there is something that has
been beautifully decorated here in Toyohashi that is
also in the U.S. during this season—Ilights. Also, I
recently decorated the walls and windows of my
office for Christmas with many kinds of decorations.
Thus, I guess I can still enjoy the holiday season even
if I'm not in the US. Next year, I hope to go back
home to the U.S. and celebrate Christmas with my
family, but this year I hope to spend a fun Christmas
and winter here in Toyohashi.
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